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Media Release: Vanuatu to have at least 2-3 Named Tropical Cyclones this Season 

2019/20  
 

Key messages 
 

1. At least 2 - 3 named tropical cyclones will pass in the Vanuatu’s tropical cyclone area 

of responsibility; Longitude 160o to 175o East and Latitude 10o to 23o South this 

tropical cyclone season, from 1st November 2019 to 30th April 2020.   

 

2. On average, at least 2-3 cyclones interact with Vanuatu every year1. The cyclone risk 

for Vanuatu this season in contrast to all tropical cyclones seasons is ‘average risk’.  

 

3. Historically, the peak Tropical Cyclone season for Vanuatu is usually from January 

to March.  

 

4. The official tropical cyclone season for Vanuatu is from 1st November to 30th April. 

However, Vanuatu has experienced cyclones forming outside this period (E.g. TC 

Liua in Sept of 2018 and TC Donna May 2017). All communities shall remain 

vigilant and well prepared. 

 

5. We ask the general public to adhere to official advisories and warnings provided by 

the Vanuatu Meteorology and Geo-hazards Department (VMGD) during the 

upcoming tropical cyclone season.  

 

 

 

Tropical Cyclone Seasonal Outlook for November 2019 to January 2020 

At least 2 to 3 named tropical cyclones will pass in Vanuatu waters (Vanuatu’s tropical cyclone 

area of responsibility; Longitude 160o to 175o East and Latitude 10o to 23o South) this tropical 

cyclone season, 2019/20. All communities shall prepare and take all necessary precautionary 

measures; and follow forecast updates provided by VMGD; https://www.vmgd.gov.vu/.  

The cyclone risk for Vanuatu for the upcoming cyclone season 2019/20, compared to all other 

cyclone seasons (all cyclone seasons) is ‘average risk’. Vanuatu and New Caledonia typically 

                                                           
1 Climate Change in the Pacific: Scientific Assessment and New Research. Volume 1: Regional Overview. 
Volume 2: Country Reports 

https://www.vmgd.gov.vu/


 

experience the greatest activity, with an average of about 2 or 3 tropical cyclones passing in 

their area each year. In general, a likelihood of reduced activity during the early season (from 

November to December 2019) and increased activity during the late season (from January to 

March 2020). 

This upcoming cyclone season is expected to emulate past cyclone seasons that are similar 

background climate conditions to the present (2019/2020). Four identical cyclone seasons 

(analogue cyclone seasons) have been identified; and this outlook is based on statistical 

analysis of these analogue seasons. The analogue seasons include cyclones season 1969/70; 

1992/93; 2002/03; 2004/05.  

Even though tropical cyclone activity is expected to be average risk this cyclone season, 

potentially at least one cyclone may reach category 3 – 4 status. The historical analysis of 

analogue cyclone seasons identical to the upcoming cyclone season suggest occurrence of a 

Category 5 is low; however the occurrence of those types of storm systems have occurred in 

the past and cannot be ruled out. 

 

Climate, Ocean and ENSO conditions for November 2019 to April 2020. 

 
At present, sea surface temperature anomalies across the Southwest Pacific and North-western 

North Pacific are  warm (positive), while the central and eastern equatorial Pacific Ocean is 

cool (negative). Atmospheric circulation patterns over French Polynesia and northern Australia 

indicate ENSO (El Niño-Southern Oscillation) neutral conditions, but are leaning toward El 

Niño. Oceanic and atmospheric forecasts for El Niño-Southern Oscillation indicate neutral 

conditions for the tropical cyclone season are most likely, with lower probabilities that some 

type of El Niño may develop by mid-summer. It is worth noting that if El Niño develops it may 

be of the Modoki type (central Pacific-based) during summer. 

 

El Niño-Southern Oscillation (ENSO) neutral conditions are forecast to persist through the end 

of 2019. Neutral remains the most likely outcome into early 2020. However, it is worth noting 

that when the El Niño-Southern Oscillation status is neutral, the predictive ability of the 

dynamical model guidance is lower than it is during stronger El Niño or La Niña events. 

 

An area of warmer than average sea surface temperatures in the west central Pacific could 

persist and continue to influence rainfall patterns and tropical cyclone development during the 

upcoming season. Air temperatures are forecast to be above normal for most of the western 

Pacific, including Vanuatu. 

 



 

Past El Niño-Southern Oscillation neutral seasons have seen tropical cyclone tracks with 

increased sinuosity (irregular or looping motions rather than a curvilinear trajectory), which 

means they have potential to impact a large area. 

 

Potential impacts 

 

Tropical cyclones affecting any islands of Vanuatu can result in torrential rainfall, flash 

flooding, flooding of low lying areas, coastal flooding, riverine flooding, storm surge, land 

slide, very rough seas and strong to damaging winds inland. These events can cause a great 

deal of damage to property and live. Their effects can be spread over a larger area when the ex-

tropical cyclone meets a higher latitude high pressure system.  

 

Tropical Cyclone Outlook updates 

VMGD will continue to monitor the evolution of the climate system, if El Niño-Southern 

Oscillation conditions change over the coming months then the tropical cyclone outlook will 

be updated. 

Note: Studies have shown that Traditional Knowledge (Local Knowledge) based on behaviour 

of certain Fauna (animals) and Flora (plants) can be used as indicator for immediate onset of 

developing or approaching tropical cyclone in some islands of Vanuatu.    

 

 

For more information: 

 

Esline Garaebiti, Director, Vanuatu Meteorology and Geo-hazards Department (VMGD) 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(To contact VMGD Divisions directly) 
Observations: Ph: 22433 | Email: observers@meteo.gov.vu Climate : Ph: 23866 | Email: climate@meteo.gov.vu 

Forecast: Ph: 22932 | Email: forecast@meteo.gov.vu Geo-Hazards : Ph: 24686 | Email: geohazards@meteo.gov.vu 

Climate Change: Ph: 22331 | Email: piccap@vanuatu.com.vu ICT and Engineering : Ph: 24686 | Email: helpdesk@meteo.gov.vu 

 


