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MEDIA RELEASE, 07 September 2020                     FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  

 

 

 

ENSO Update: La Niña ALERT Advisory  
 

 

Key Messages: 
 

 ENSO Outlook raised to La Niña ALERT Level. This means the chance 

of La Niña developing in 2020 is approximately 70% - roughly three 

times the average likelihood.  
 

 Vanuatu should expect normal to above normal rainfall for the next three 

to six months (September 2020 to February 2021). 
 

 

ENSO Outlook: 
The ENSO status was raised to La Niña ALERT following sustained cooling of sea surface 

and sea sub-surface temperatures in the Tropical Pacific Ocean and an increase in the strength 

of the Pacific Trade Winds. When these two changes occur at the same time, at this time of the 

year, we see an increased chance of a La Niña forming and persisting through later part of dry 

season and beginning of wet season in Vanuatu (September to November). Most climate 

models surveyed by VMGD suggested that the Tropical Pacific will cool further in the coming 

months. In the atmosphere, the Southern Oscillation Index (SOI) remains neutral but positive. 

Equatorial cloudiness near the Date Line is below average. These ENSO indicators are 

consistent with early stages of La Niña development. 

A La Niña ALERT, however, is not a guarantee that La Niña will occur, rather it is an 

indication that most of the typical precursors of La Niña are in place. At this stage, it is too 

early to determine the strength of this potential climatic event. 

 

Current Rainfall Status  



 

(To contact VMGD Divisions directly) 
Observations: Ph: 22433 | Email: observers@meteo.gov.vu Climate : Ph: 23866 | Email: climate@meteo.gov.vu 

Forecast: Ph: 22932 | Email: forecast@meteo.gov.vu Geo-Hazards : Ph: 24686 | Email: geohazards@meteo.gov.vu 
Climate Change: Ph: 22331 | Email: piccap@vanuatu.com.vu ICT and Engineering : Ph: 24686 | Email: helpdesk@meteo.gov.vu 

  

VMGD Rainfall stations in the northern provinces of Sanma, Penama and Torba have been 

recording above-normal rainfall during the last 3 months since the ENSO outlook was raised 

to La Niña WATCH in June 2020. Rainfall stations in the Central (Shefa & Malampa) and 

Southern (Tafea) provinces of Vanuatu, however, have been recording normal rainfall during 

the same periods. This slowing developing La Niña event will first impact the northern and 

spreading to the rest of the country as SPCZ (Kload Nasara) shift towards closer to the country 

as Vanuatu enters into its Normal Wet Season. 

   

Rainfall Outlook for Vanuatu for the next 3 – 6 months: 
Rainfall is expected to increase over the coming months should this potential La Niña condition 

persist. Climate models shows normal to above normal rainfall is likely for Vanuatu for the 

next three to six months (September to February) period. On the other hand, should this La 

Niña event failed to fully develop by the predicted period, Vanuatu should still expect wetter 

than average conditions as the shift in ENSO indicators would still add on wetter conditions on 

top of our normal Wet Season which runs from November 2020 to April 2021.  

 

Potential Impacts  
In Vanuatu, a La Niña event is associated with higher than normal rainfall. It tends to bring 

an early start to the wet season and higher rainfall in both the wet (November to April) and dry 

seasons (May to October). La Niña is associated with excess water on islands with flooding 

including flash flooding and landslide occurring on most larger islands in Vanuatu. Tropical 

cyclones tend to be more frequent during La Niña and often form in the west of Vanuatu. Major 

La Niña events can affect agriculture and other sectors which contribute to impact socio-

economic livelihood of the people of Vanuatu. La Niña can also cause cooler days and warmer 

nights across Vanuatu.  

 
All communities are advised to take appropriate preparatory actions and consult relevant authorities 

for specific information and stay up to date with the updates information from VMGD.  

 

 

Further information:  
 

Contact Vanuatu Meteorology and Geo-Hazards Department on 24686 / 23866 or Email: 

climate@meteo.gov.vu 
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